as A Proclamation concerning Buildings, and 


Inmates, within the Citie of London, and 
Confines of the ſame. 


Mongſt other His Maieſties important cares and affaires of State, 


and high conſequence, ſince His atteſſe to the Crowne, It hath pleaſed 
his Maieſtie, to take into His Pꝛintely conſideration the pꝛelent eſtate 
| of the Citie of London, as being the Kings Chamber, the Seate Impe⸗ 


. A | riallof this Kingdom, and renowned ouer all the parts of the Chaiſtt- 

/ N SN} Egan word, Pn reſpect whereof, and ofthe vſuall reſidence of His Ma⸗ 
= MN 2 2 ieeſties Court ſo neere if, with the confluence offozreigne Ambaſſadozs, 
and Strangers of great State and eminencie thither; His Maieſtie ts moſt graciouſly carefull,to 
neglect no meanes of lawfull policie to pꝛouide foꝛ the continuance and increaſe of the Honour, 
Liberty,Health,x+ Safety of the lame, by remoouing and pꝛeuenting ſuch offenſiue Lets, Impe⸗ 
diments, as haue heretofoꝛe giuen, oꝛ Hereafter may giue Hinderance thereunto: And calling to 
remembꝛante what vigilant care His moſt Royall Father, King lames, of bleſſed memozy , tooke 
in his life time to purſue the good courſe which the molt excellent Pꝛinteſſe, Queene Elizabeth, had 
in her time begun,concerning Jnmates,and buildings within the ſaid Citie, and Confines there- 
of, by the well oꝛdering of which two particulars onely, many great Juconucniences, and Pꝛe⸗ 
iudices to the honour and good of the Citie, might bee remooned and auopded; His Maieſtie. 
vpon deliberate adutce with his Pꝛiup Counſell , and perulall of what hath been done in like 
caſein the time ot his moſt Ropall Pꝛogenitoꝛs, and vpon what grounds and reaſons, hath 
thought good to ſet downe by this one Pꝛoclamation, certaine diſtinct and plaine Oꝛders, foꝛ the 
furtherance, and aduancement of His molt gracious intention, concerning the Pzemiſles in 
theſe Articles following. 


Irſt. His Maieſtie doth ſtrictly charge and command, that no dwelling Houſes, Stables, 
Shops, Stalles, oꝛ any other building whatſoeuer, be from Hencefoozth eretted oꝛ attemp⸗ 
ted to be erected, within the Citie of London, oꝛ the Suburbs thereof, oꝛ within the diſtance of 
two miles, to be taken from any gate of the ſaid Citie, oꝛ from his Maieſties Palace at Weſtmin⸗ 
ſter, extept it be vpon the foundation of a fozmer dwelling houſe , oꝛ ſuch like Building: And if 
any ſuch Building, contrary to this Pꝛohibition, ſhall hereafter happen to bee begun, that the 


ſame, hefozthwith ſtayedfrom further pzoceeding , by the Alderman of the ward oz by two of 
the next Juſtites of Peace , and aſwell ſuch Builder as the Woꝛzkemen Imploped therein, com⸗ 
mitted to pꝛiſon, vntu they ſhall enter into ſufficient bond, either to demoliſh, and pull downe that 
which is built, oꝛ to anſwere their contempt in his Mateſties high Court of Starre-Chamber, oz 
befoꝛe the Loꝛds of the Pꝛiuy Councell, at the Councell-board : And the Conſtable of the Þa- 
rich oz place, ſhall from time to time, in the firſt beginning of any ſuch Woꝛke 02 Building , giue 
notice tothe Alderman ofthe Ward, oz two next Juſtices of Peace , of any ſuch offence, and ol 
the offenders therein, that this Pꝛoclamation may be ſpeedily, and freſhly put in execution. 


All Houles, Sheddes, Shoppes, and other buildings, which haue been builded o2ſet vp with⸗ 
in the limits afozeſatd, at any time ſince the thirteenth peere of the late King lames,of bleſſed me- 
moꝛp, contrary to any Pꝛoclamation publiſhed in his late Maieſties time, ſhalbe fozthwith pulled 
downe , as is befoꝛe directed touching other Buildings, to bee ſtaped 02 pulled downe; And no 
Cellars erected within the time laſt mentioned, to be vled foz Lodgings oꝛ Uictualing houſes, but 
the occ.tpiers thereof to be ſuppꝛeſſed, and ſo to be kept by the Juſtices of Peace. 


That no perſon oz perſons do erect,reedifie,oz ſet ” any Houle oꝛ building in London,oz within 
the diſtante of thee miles from any the gates of the laid Citie of London, oꝛ from His Maieſties 
Palace at weſtminſter, vnleſſe hee doe — . — the btter walles of the ſame of Bzicke, oz Bꝛicke 
and Stone: And that allHoules and Bulldings to beerected within the ſaid Citie. oꝛ in, oꝛ adiop⸗ 
ning to any open Dtrecte of any Towne oz Uillage out of the ſaid Citie,withm the itmits ofthzee 
miles afozeſaid , ſhall be built actoꝛding to the fozme and pꝛopoꝛtion hereafter in theſe pzeſents 
expꝛeſſed (viz. ) enery whole Stoꝛp of, and in ſuch Houſes and Buildings, and all and enery the 
Roumes of ſuch whole Stoꝛp, ſhall be ofthe height of Tenne foote of Aſſize, at the leaſt, and 
cuery half: Stozy , of and in ſuch houſes and buildings, (hall be of the height or ſeuen foote and 
a halte, at the leaſt; And that the foꝛefront, and all outward, and diniſion-Walles, betwirt houſe 
and houſe, andthe Jambes,heads,and ſoyles of the windowes, ſhalbe of Wꝛicke, oꝛ of Bꝛicke and 
Stone, and the windowes (beeing of timber) not to be put in, vntill the Jambes and heads a- 
fozeſaid bee finiched, and beare ol themlelues. | 


And if the laid bulldings doe not exceed two Stoztes in height, then the walles thereof ſhall 
be of the thickneſle ofone bꝛicke, and halle a bꝛickes length, actoꝛding to the aſſize of bꝛickes here- 
vnder mentioned, from the ground vnto the vppermoſt part of the ſaid walles; And where the 
building ſhalbe of the height of thꝛee Stozies.the wailes of the firſt Stozy ſhalbeof the thickneſſe 
of two bꝛickes length, and from thence vnto the vppermoſt part or the wall, of the thickneſſe of 
one bꝛicke and halle a bꝛickes length, and ſo pꝛopoꝛtionably ik there ſhall be moꝛe Stones. 


That in building oftheſayd houles, there ſhallbe no Jutties, oꝛ Putting, oꝛ Cant windowes, 
either vpon timber Joiſts, oz other wile, bu; the walles to goe direct and ſtraight vpwards, and 
at the letting off, a water Table to bee made; Allo the Lights of the Windo wes of euery whole 
Stoꝛp, to bee of moꝛe height then bzedth, to the end the Roomes may receine ayꝛe foꝛ health, and 
there may bee ſufficient peeres of bꝛicke, not leſſe then halfe the bꝛedth ok the windowes betweene 
them foꝛ ſtrength; And likewile the windowes of euery halke Stoꝛy to bee made ſquare euery 
Wap, oꝛ neere there abouts. 


That all Shops, and Street dooꝛes bee made with Pillaſters of one oꝛ bꝛicke, to bee in 
bꝛeadth fikteene inches, at the leaſt, and as thicke as the wall ofthe Stozy , and the heads of the 
ſhop windowes cut in wedges, with Arches outer them, to ſuſtaine the wall aboue; And that 
none doe raile the firſt flooꝛe to gaine height in their Cellars, ſo as they are thereby foꝛced to make 
ſteppes into the ſtreete. | 


Aud, foꝛ the better encouragement of his Maieſties louing Subiects in their buildings, accoz- 
ding to the direction of this Pzoclamation, his Mateſtte hath thought fit,by the aduiſe afoꝛeſaid to 
ſet downe thele Oꝛders following,concerning the true making and rating ot the pzice of Bzicke, 
which is one of the pꝛintipall Materials, requiſite foꝛ the ſaid buildings, ( Viz. ) 


IT Hat the earth, whereol the Bꝛicke ſhall bee made, bee good and lit foꝛ that purpoſe : The lirſt 

digging thereof to bee betweene the Feaſts of Saint Michael the Archangel, and S. Thomas 
the Apoſtle and the ſecond digging, caſting, oꝛ turning vp ofthe ſayd earth, to be at, oꝛ befoze the 
laſt day of Feb2uary,thenfollowing: And that no perſon whatſoeuer doe pzeſume to digge, oꝛ 
make auy Wicke, in any plate within one mile of the gates of the ſaid Citie of London, oz within 
one mile of his Maieſties Palace of weltminſter. 


2, 


That the ſaid Earth be ſufficiently and well wꝛought and tempered befozeit be moulded; And 
that the Bzicke-makers cauſe no Earth to be moulded foꝛ Wꝛicke, but onely betweene the Feaſt 
of the Annunciation of the bleſſed Uirgine Mary, and the laſt day of Auguſt yeerely, and at no 
other tune oꝛ ſeaſon of the peere. 


That in the moulding of theſaidBzickes, the moulds be thꝛoughly and well filled, and not let 
in the moulds, in the laying downe; And that they be luffictently and well dꝛied befoze they be put 
into the Kune, and then carefully and thꝛoughly burned; So as foꝛ the aſſize,euery Bꝛicke being 
vurned, conteine in length, nine inches, in bꝛeadth, foure inches one quarter and halfe a quarter 
of an inch, and in thickeneſſe, two inches and one quarter ok an inch. 


That the pꝛite of Baickes (being thus W2ought and made in goodneſle, ſize, and maner, as a- 
foꝛeſaid) (hall not exteede the rate of eight ſhillings the thouſand at the Kilne: And ik any excel⸗ 
ſiue rate be demanded foꝛ the carriage ofthe laid Bꝛickes, from the Kilne, to the place where they 
(hall be to be vled, the Comnuſſioners foz Buildings to moderate the ſame, accoꝛding to equitie, 
in their good diſtretions; And that no perſon oz perſons ſhall make, oꝛ cauſe to be made within 

fine miles of any the gates of the Citie of London, noꝛ bꝛing by water oꝛ land, oz btter, ſell, oz put 

to ſale within the ſaid City, oꝛ any place oz places within fine miles thereof, as afozeſaid, any 
Wzickes made oꝛ wꝛought contrary to the directions afozeſaid, noꝛ ſell the ſame at any higher 
rate, then is befoꝛe mentioned. 


That no perſon oꝛ perſons within the ſaid City of London, oz within two miles from any the 
gates thereof, oꝛ from His Maieſties Palace at Weſtminſter, ſhall in defrauding the intent of this 
P2oclamation, ſuppoꝛt o2 ſtrengthen any Buildings fo ruinous and olde, as are vnfit to be con- 
tinued, by digging of Cellars, and bztnging vp new Bzicke walles, by erecting new Chimneys 
and Staire caſes, by placing pieces of Timber, by ſetting on new roofes oꝛ rafters, and thzuſting 
out of doꝛmers, knitting and faſtening together the ſaid new additions vnto the old Timber, by 
barres and crampes of Jron, oz other like deuices, vnleſſe he oꝛ they ſhall be thereunto licenced 
and allowed by his Patieſties Commiſſioners foz Buildings. 


That no perſon oz perſons within the limits laſt afoꝛelaid, doe at any time oꝛ times hereafter 
ꝛeſume oꝛ attempt to erect.couer,onerlay oꝛ incloſe any Houels, oꝛ other Sheds of Timber, with 
Reeds, Faggots, Hay, Straw, Boards, o2 other materials, o2 doe raiſe vp any Wall, Pale, o2 
Wanke of Earth, to which Sheds map be added, 02 doe repaire oꝛ new make into the ſtreets, any 
manerok Bulkes, Stalles, Bindowes, Dooꝛes, oꝛ other offenſiue iſſues, Oꝛ doe alter oz change 
the vic of any dwelling Houſe,oz other Building, to any moꝛe noyſome,o2 offenſiue vſe,cnd oꝛ pur- 
pole, then the lame was imployed befozethe time of the demoliſhtng o2 altering the ſame, with- 
out the ſpeciall Licence and Allowante of the laid Commiſſioners foꝛ 25uildings, 


And ko2 that the diuiding of Houſes into ſenerall Tenements and Habitations, and the letting 
part of Houſes and Chambers to Inmates, and Under-ſitters, is no leſſe intonuenient then ex- 
ceſſiue Buildings, as well in regard of lurcharge of people, eſpecially of the woꝛſe ſoꝛt, and foz 
bꝛeeding and ſpꝛeading of Infection, as otherwiſe, his Maieſty hath alſo by the aduice afozeſaid, 
commanded theſe Articles following to be duely obſerned: 


T Hat no perſon oꝛ perſons within the City of London, oz two miles from any the gates thereof, 

doe diuide any dwelling Houſe by Leaſe, ſufferance, oꝛ otherwile, into, oꝛ foꝛ any moze Tene- 
ments oꝛ dwellings, then are at this pꝛelent, oꝛ haue been heretofoze vſed within the ſame, by the 
ſpace of thirtie peeres laſt paſt. 


That no perſon doe hereafter receiue into any Houle, any Inmates oꝛ Under ſitters, oꝛ any 
moꝛe families then one. | 


That no perſon o2 perſons, who ſhall erect anew Hovle vpon, oꝛ within the Pꝛecincts of an 
olde Foundation, ſhall diuide the lame into moze Tenements, 02 ſeuerall dwellings, then were 
vſed in the ſaid fozmer Houſes. 


2By the due obſernation of which leuerall Articles, as the bnikozmitie of the Buildings will 

bꝛing much honour to the City, and grace and oꝛnament both to the Streets thereof, and to the 

neighbour Townes; So the Building with Bzicke oz Stone Will be moze durable and moze 

ſafe from the danger and caſualties offire, and withall,the reducing of all ſo:ts of Houſes to this 

oꝛder, and the pꝛeſent remooning of Inmates and Cnder-ſitters, acco2ding to this Direction, 

will in ſhoꝛt time dilcontinue, and take away the many Cottages, Sheds, and baſe places ofha- 
3. 


bitation in by-lanes and backe-ſtreets, whereby the City, Suburbs, and Confines will become 
moꝛe ſatable,and leſſe ſubiect to that danger of Sickeneſſeand Infection, which by the vnwhole⸗ 
ſome peltering of multitudes of pooze people together, is nowtheatned againſt the ſame. 


And therefoze Hts Mateſty, vpon mature and deliberate conſideration taken of the pzemiſſes, 
Doeth ſtraitly charge andcommand, all and euery perſon oz perſons of whatſocuer degree, qua- 
litie, o2 condition hee oꝛ they be, That Hee, they, and euery ofthem, doe well and truely oblerue 
and keepe all and (inguler the Articles befoze ſpecified , in all things to them reſpettiuelp belon⸗ 
ging, as they will auoid his Maieſties high diſpleaſure, and ſuch further penalties and puniſh- 
ments, as their tontempts and neglects herein ſhall demerit, and by his Mateſties Pꝛerogatiue 


No pall, oꝛ otherwiſe, may be inflicted bpon them. 


And becauſe the life of all good Conſtitutions and oꝛders, ſtandeth in the quicke and due exetu⸗ 
tion of them, as Hts Maieſty. out of his further Pꝛincely care and deſire to haue this good Woꝛke 
pꝛoſper and pꝛoteed atcoꝛding to his Maieſties moſt gracious intention, Hath choſen and appoin⸗ 
ted certaine of the Lo2ds of His Pꝛiute Councell, and others, Gentlemen of qualitie, to be His 
Commiſſioners, to take ſpectall care of the lame, and to ſee this His Royall pleaſure, ſo much 
concerning the publique good, to be duely executed and perkoꝛmed; Do His expꝛeſſe charge and 
commandement ts, alwell to the laid Comiaiiſſioners, as tothe Loꝛd Maioz, Recozder, and Al- 
dermen ofthe ſaid City of London, and ail Juſtices of Pace within the Counties of Middleſex, Eſſex, 
Kent, and Surrey, and all High Conſtables, pettie Conſtables, Headbozoughes, and other Offt: 
cers. to whom it may appertaine, That they and euery of them in their ſeuerall places and offi 
ces, reſpectiuelp, doe diligently and duely attend to giue their vtfermoſt aide, helpe, and aſſiſtance, 
accoꝛding to their duties concerning the pzemifles: And where they, oꝛ any of them ſhall finde 
any offence to be committed againſt any Bꝛanch oꝛ Article of this Pzoclamation, to make certi⸗ 
ficate thereof to the Lozds of Our Pꝛiuie Countell, whom Wee require to vle all fitting tare, pꝛo⸗ 
utdence and endeauour, to coꝛrect andrefozine the ſame, oꝛ elle to giue ſpeedy notite thereof in wꝛi⸗ 
ting, to Dur Attourney generall, whom Wee doe hereby command and authoꝛtze, to pꝛoſetute 
and p2oceed againſt all, and euery the offender and offenders afozeſatd, in the ſaid Court of Star- 
chamber, That by the Sentence ot that High and Honourable Court, they may be better taught 
to know, and to doe their duties, and both themlelues and others by their example, be bzought 


to that confozmitie, which His Maieſtie expecteth and requireth. 


Giuen at the Court at White- Hall, the ſecond day of May, in the firſt yeere of His Maieſties Reigne of Great 
Britaine, France, and Ireland. 


God ſaue the King. 
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